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LIMR MISSION
To advance human health and well-being through research to improve the detection and treatment of disease; the rapid transfer of
new technology to the clinic; and the training of the next generation of scientists and physicians.
OUR RESEARCH
The faculty at LIMR focus their investigations on cancer, cardiovascular disease, and diabetes. Our excellence in
these areas relate to our work on disease modifier genes, inflammation, stem cells, and transgenic mouse models
of human disease. Our location on the Lankenau Medical Center campus, including our proximity to the
Annenberg Conference Center for Medical Education, gives us a distinct advantage in bringing together multiple
resources and a diverse group of individuals with different areas of expertise. This allows LIMR scientists to
perform basic research studies to understand the fundamental problems associated with disease; preclinical and
translational research where results are developed into new diagnostics or medications; and clinical research
where advances in medicine can be brought to the patient bedside.
Research at LIMR is designed to take laboratory observations and translate that scientific knowledge into novel
ways to diagnose, prevent, and treat disease. This approach allows our scientists to improve the health and
quality of life for individuals afflicted with disease.
Some of the valuable research currently taking place at LIMR includes:
Cancer
 Conducting a Phase II clinical trial to test the safety of a new drug therapy to treat cancer
 Investigating new nanotherapy technologies to treat patients with prostate, ovarian, cervical,
and pancreatic cancer
 Developing a safe and simple test to help screen for precancerous esophageal lesions
 Creating a simple test to identify aggressive early stage breast cancers
 Defining modifier genes that dictate patient susceptibilities to cancer and their treatment
 Improving the effectiveness of radiation and chemotherapy for cancer patients
 Examining ways to block the development of tumors that develop from genetically damaged cells
Cardiovascular Disease
 Studying how stem cells are programmed to form skeletal and cardiac muscle to create therapies
that promote regeneration of adult tissues
 Investigating how ion channels regulate blood pressure and the electrical signals that drive heartbeat
 Examining the role of proteins in atherosclerotic plaque formation and cardiac hypertrophy
Other Diseases
 Performing basic research to support the drug development of new medications for diabetes
 Generating monoclonal human antibodies for use in the treatment of infectious diseases, cancer, and
neurological illness
 Determining factors that lead to the initiation and progression of the joint-specific autoimmune response
in individuals with rheumatoid arthritis
ABOUT US
Founded in 1927, Lankenau Institute for Medical Research (LIMR) is a nonprofit biomedical research center
located in suburban Philadelphia on the campus of Lankenau Medical Center. Part of Main Line Health,
LIMR is one of the few freestanding, hospital-associated medical research centers in the nation. Built in
1992, our current facility houses a total staff of almost 80 individuals. Our faculty, which includes 18 principal
investigators and over 50 affiliated clinical faculty, is dedicated to advancing an understanding of the causes
of disease in order to help improve diagnosis and find new ways to treat and prevent them. For more
information, visit www.limr.org.

